
 
The Interplay between Law, Society, 

and Historical Change 
 

Ronald Dempsey* 

Department of Public Administration, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, USA 

Received: 01-Nov-2022; Editor assigned: 03-Nov-2022; Reviewed: 17-Nov-2022; 

Revised: 24-Nov-2022; Published: 02-Dec-2022, DOI: 10.51268/2736-1861.22.10.79

DESCRIPTION

Law, society and historical change are three 

interrelated concepts that have played a 

significant role in shaping the development of 

human civilization. The relationship between 

law and society is complex, with each affecting 

the other in different ways. In this review 

article, we will explore how historical changes 

have impacted the law and society, and how 

these changes have been reflected in the 

evolution of legal systems across the globe. 

 

Historical change and the evolution of 

legal systems 

 

One of the most significant ways in which 

historical change has impacted the law is 

through the evolution of legal systems. Legal 

systems have been shaped by various historical 

factors such as economic, social, and political 

changes. For instance, the emergence of 

capitalism in Europe during the 18th century 

led to the development of modern legal 

systems that sought to protect individual rights 

and property. Similarly, the rise of nationalism 

and the emergence of modern nation-states in 

the 19th century led to the development of 

legal systems that reflected the values and 

aspirations of the new nations. In many cases, 

legal systems were used as tools to consolidate 

power and impose national identities. 

 

Society and law 

 

The relationship between society and law is 

symbiotic, with each affecting the other in 

different ways. The law is a reflection of the 

values, norms, and beliefs of society, and it 

plays a vital role in regulating social behavior. 

In turn, society can influence the development 

of the law by shaping public opinion and 

political discourse. For example, the civil rights 

movement in the United States during the 

1950s and 1960s challenged the existing legal 

framework and led to the passage of laws that 

protected the rights of minorities. Similarly, the 

feminist movement of the 1960s and 1970s 

challenged the legal system's gender bias and 

led to changes in laws that provided greater 

protection for women's rights. 

 

Historical change and legal reforms 

 

Historical changes have also played a crucial 

role in legal reforms. For instance, the end of 

apartheid in South Africa in the 1990s led to 

significant changes in the country's legal 

system. The new constitution, adopted in 1996, 

provided for the protection of human rights and 

equality before the law. Similarly, the fall of 

communism in Eastern Europe in the late 

1980s and early 1990s led to the adoption of 

democratic legal systems that protected 
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individual rights and freedoms. The adoption of 

the European Convention on Human Rights and 

the establishment of the European Court of 

Human Rights played a vital role in shaping 

legal systems in post-communist countries. 

In conclusion, law, society, and historical 

change are three interconnected concepts that 

have shaped the development of legal systems 

across the globe. Historical changes such as 

economic, social, and political changes have 

impacted legal systems and have led to legal 

reforms that reflect the values and aspirations 

of society. The relationship between law and 

society is symbiotic, with each affecting the 

other in different ways. Understanding the 

relationship between law, society, and 

historical change is crucial to creating legal 

systems that reflect the values and needs of 

society hybrid animals for use in intra-breed 

conservation, cross-breeding and selection 

programs. 

 

 

 

 
 


